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About SchoolHouse Connection

• SchoolHouse Connection works to overcome homelessness 
through education. We provide strategic advocacy and 
practical assistance in partnership with schools, early 
childhood programs, institutions of higher education, service 
providers, families, and youth. 

•Website: http://www.schoolhouseconnection.org

• Federal and state policy advocacy

• Q&A from our inbox

•Webinars and implementation tools

• Youth leadership and scholarships

www.schoolhouseconnection.org

http://www.schoolhouseconnection.org/


Education Leads Home: 
A National Campaign Building Stronger Futures 
for Homeless Students

1. Young children will participate in quality early 
childhood programs at the same rate as their 
housed peers by 2026.

2. A 90 percent high school graduation rate among 
homeless students by 2030

3. A 60 percent post-secondary attainment rate by 
2034 

www.educationleadshome.org

http://www.educationleadshome.org/


Overview of Today’s Session

•Create further clarity on defining homeless, 
understanding mobility, and how both impact 
service access and outcomes for children and 
families

•Review relevant policies, systems, supports and 
challenges related to serving families experiencing 
homelessness 

•Offer resources and templates for outreach, 
partnership and comprehensive services

www.schoolhouseconnection.org



Can we reach this goal?

Young children will 
participate in quality 
early childhood 
programs at the same 
rate as their housed 
peers by 2026.

www.schoolhouseconnection.org



US DHHS ACF Updated Early Childhood 
Homelessness in the United States: 
50-State Profile

Provides a snapshot of early 
childhood data available for children 
who are experiencing homelessness 
in each state and includes publicly 
available data for 2014-2015. The 
updated profile also includes two new 
related factors: the percentage of 
families experiencing a high housing 
cost burden and the percentage of 
low-income working families with 
young children under 6.

www.schoolhouseconnection.org

https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/ecd/epfp_50_state_profiles_6_15_17_508.pdf

https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/ecd/epfp_50_state_profiles_6_15_17_508.pdf


National Data on Infants, Toddlers and 
Preschoolers Experiencing Homelessness

Source:
ACF 50 State Profile (2017)

Head Start/Early Head Start McKinney-Vento/Schools Unserved

4% Head Start/Early Head Start
4% McKinney-Vento/Preschool

92% Unserved

www.schoolhouseconnection.org



Mobility vs. Access and Attendance

“Homelessness and high mobility are associated with 
higher risks than poverty alone.  Findings strongly 
suggest that the goal of closing the achievement gaps 
observed for children in the United States is going to 
require explicit attention to homelessness and high 
mobility and that strategies that work for stable 
children may prove inappropriate or insufficient for 
mobile children as mobility itself poses challenges for 
interventions or policies aimed at addressing the issues 
of these children and families.”

(Ann Masten, Ordinary Magic, 2014, p.111)

www.schoolhouseconnection.org



US DHHS ACF Well-being of Young Children 
after Experiencing Homelessness 

Uses data from the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development’s 
Family Options Study, the brief 
examines the well-being of young 
children 20 months after staying in 
emergency homeless shelters with their 
families. 

See the brief series here at: 
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/opre/research
/project/homeless-families-research-
briefs

www.schoolhouseconnection.org

http://nche.bmetrack.com/c/l?u=6DE2421&e=AE2BAE&c=A98FB&t=0&l=23E0304B&email=CtJnVgS9RIMmDKA1oaZtbw3ex9U/vEykE2AVIpPDx9g%3D&seq=1
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/opre/research/project/homeless-families-research-briefs


Well-being of Young Children after 
Experiencing Homelessness

“Consistent with findings from early care and education 
research on children in poverty, enrollment in Head 
Start and other early education or center-based care 
programs was associated with greater school readiness 
among children who had been in emergency shelters 
with their families.  Housing instability was associated 
with drops in enrollment in center-based child care and 
education centers that were not identified as Head 
Start.”  

(OPRE Report No. 2017-06, January 2017) 

www.schoolhouseconnection.org





Young Children are Disproportionately 
Impacted by Homelessness
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Who are homeless children?
Children who lack a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence.

• Sharing the housing of other persons due to the loss of housing, 

economic hardship, or a similar reason

• Living in hotels, motels, trailer parks, camping grounds due to lack 

of alternative accommodations

• Living in cars, parks, public spaces, abandoned buildings, 

substandard housing, bus or train stations, or similar settings

• Abandoned in hospitals

• Living in emergency or transitional shelters

• Primary nighttime residence is a public or private place not 

designed for or ordinarily used as a regular sleeping 

accommodation for human beings

www.schoolhouseconnection.org



Fixed, Regular, and Adequate

• Fixed: Securely placed; not subject to change or fluctuation
• A fixed residence is one that is stationary, permanent, and 

not subject to change.

• Regular: Normal, standard
• A regular residence is one which is used on a regular (i.e. 

nightly) basis.

• Adequate: Sufficient for a specific requirement; lawfully and 
reasonably sufficient
• An adequate residence is one that is sufficient for meeting 

both the physical and psychological needs typically met in 
home environments.

www.schoolhouseconnection.org



Why The First Five Years Matter
“Early Years as Foundation”

Homelessness Harms Children

• lower birth weights 

• acute/chronic health problems

• hunger, sleep deprivation

• developmental delays, trauma, social/emotional/behavioral issues

• repeat a school grade, be expelled or suspended, or drop out of 

high school

www.schoolhouseconnection.org



Head Start Program Performance Standards 
“In Brief”

• HS/EHS programs must develop a community needs 
assessment at least once every five years. This 
assessment must reflect the needs of homeless children

• Homeless children are categorically eligible for HS/EHS 
based on the ED definition of homeless and without the 
need for income verification

• HS/EHS have a variety of flexible options for verifying 
and documenting a child's homeless status for purposes 
of program eligibility

• HS/EHS programs may reserve up to 3% of funded slots 
for homeless and foster children

www.schoolhouseconnection.org



Head Start Program Performance Standards 
“In Brief” (cont.)

• HS/EHS programs must provide a grace period for 
homeless families to meet immunization/health 
requirements and must assist with getting needed 
immunizations

• HS/EHS programs must establish collaborative 
relationships and partnerships with the local LEA liaison 
and homeless service providers

• HS/EHS programs must promote continuity of care/ 
‘school of origin’ or smooth transition

www.schoolhouseconnection.org



www.schoolhouseconnection.org

So, how are we doing here in 
New England?



US DHHS ACF Updated Early Childhood 
Homelessness in the United States: 
50-State Profile

Provides a snapshot of early 
childhood data available for children 
who are experiencing homelessness 
in each state and includes publicly 
available data for 2014-2015. The 
updated profile also includes two new 
related factors: the percentage of 
families experiencing a high housing 
cost burden and the percentage of 
low-income working families with 
young children under 6.

www.schoolhouseconnection.org

https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/ecd/epfp_50_state_profiles_6_15_17_508.pdf

https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/ecd/epfp_50_state_profiles_6_15_17_508.pdf


US DHHS ACF 50-State Profile

Percent of children 
experiencing homelessness 

served by Head Start

Percent of children 
experiencing homelessness 

unserved

National 8% 92%

Maine 26% 74%

New Hampshire 6% 94%

Vermont 30% 70%

Massachusetts 12% 88%

Rhode Island 21% 79%

Connecticut 18% 82%

www.schoolhouseconnection.org



Institute for Children, Poverty and 
Homelessness (ICPH) Out of the Shadows: 
A State-by-State Ranking of Accountability 
for Homeless Students 

• Books for Children 
(http://www.icphusa.org/books-and-
resources/)

• A quality education can be the most important 
tool to helping children and families lift 
themselves out of a recurring pattern of housing 
instability. To do that, however, these children 
must first be identified as homeless and then 
receive the necessary support to ensure that 
homelessness does not disrupt their learning. 
(http://www.icphusa.org/national/shadows-
state-state-ranking-accountability-homeless-
students/)

http://www.icphusa.org/national/shadows-state-state-ranking-accountability-homeless-students/
http://www.icphusa.org/books-and-resources/
http://www.icphusa.org/national/shadows-state-state-ranking-accountability-homeless-students/


ICPH Out of the Shadows Report

National 

Rank 

for % in 

HS/EHS

% HS/EHS 

experiencing 

homelessness

National Rank: 

Homeless as % 

of poor 

children in 

Pre-K

Overall 

Regional 

Ranking

Overall 

National 

Ranking

ME 3 11.9% 28 4 24

NH 2 8.8% 16 2 12

VT 1 17.2% 9 1 5

MA 11 12.3% 20 3 15

RI 28 5.4% 49 5 42

CT 22 6.2% 43 6 49

www.schoolhouseconnection.org



Impact of One CT Project

www.schoolhouseconnection.org



What are the opportunities 
and challenges?

www.schoolhouseconnection.org



Recent Major Policy Enhancements

• Elementary and Secondary Education Act
Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA)

*McKinney-Vento includes preschool (0-5)

•Head Start Program Performance Standards
*May reserve up to 3% of funded capacity

•Child Care and Development Fund Final Rule
*Increases alignment with other ECE policy

www.schoolhouseconnection.org



Alignment to Address Barriers

• Addressing barriers to access by: 
• Providing grace period for submitting documentation
• Providing multiple ways of supplying verification of 

homeless status
• Prioritizing children meeting homeless status eligibility
• Designating capacity for children who meet homeless 

status eligibility, aka, reserving slots 
•Waiving/adapting additional eligibility requirements, 

e.g., copays, work/school requirements 
• Providing staff training

• Addressing barriers to participation by:
• Assuring continuity of care or effective transition when 

in the best interest of the child
• transportation & “school of origin”

www.schoolhouseconnection.org



Implementation: Where are we? 

•Understanding definitions

• Identification and targeted outreach to families

• Immediate enrollment – permits enrollment while 
health and other records are obtained 

• Coordination with other programs working with 
children and families experiencing homelessness

• Training and technical assistance for staff

• Collecting, monitoring, reporting data

www.schoolhouseconnection.org



CCDF Lead Agencies:

Working on:
• One-year eligibility
• Training and Outreach Plans
• Data collection systems

Considering:
• Tiered reimbursement
• Waiving co-payments
• Grants, contracts and other 

ways to designate funds for 
homelessness

• Prioritization through 
protective status

www.schoolhouseconnection.org



CCDF State Plan 2019-2021

• Reflects requirements in both the CCDBG Act of 2014 and the 
CCDF Final Rule published in 2016

• Developed in collaboration with numerous partners and 
stakeholders to ensure that the CCDF program addresses needs 
of families, providers, and communities.

• General Timeline
• December 2017 Preprint available
• Early 2018 - State Preprint Draft Available

• Public, Partner and Stakeholder Input
• Public Hearings
• State Early Childhood Advisory Council
• Written Comment Period

• Spring 2018 - CCDF Plan submitted to State Administration
• June 30, 2018 

• Final State Plan submitted to OCC 
• State Plan effective in states

www.schoolhouseconnection.org



Tools, Strategies, Resources

www.schoolhouseconnection.org



Targeted Outreach

• Early Childhood Partners, LEA 
McKinney-Vento Liaisons

• HUD Continuum of Care
• Coordinated Entry 
• Street Outreach
• Diversion and Rapid Rehousing*

• Motels, hotels

• Housing & DV Shelters, Substance 
Abuse Programs

• Faith-based providers of shelter, 
basic needs

• 24-hour businesses, protected 
locations, etc.

• Pantries, kitchens, thrift stores, 
basic needs

• Other

www.schoolhouseconnection.org



Strengthening Partnerships

•Early Care and Education/Quality Child Care 

•Nutrition Benefits and Services 

•Health Benefits and Services 

•Social Emotional Services and Family Supports

•Economic and Self-Sufficiency Benefits and 
Services 

•Housing Benefits and Services 

•Additional Social/Economic Supports



HHS-HUD-ED Joint Policy Statement:
Early Childhood Homelessness Collaboration

Share recommendations on ways in which early 
childhood, homeless, and housing providers at 
the local and, in some cases, State levels can 
collaborate to provide safe, stable, and nurturing 
environments for pregnant women and families 
with young children who are experiencing or at 
risk of homelessness

Three recommendations:

• Support a Two-Generation Approach through 
Partnerships

• Enhance Early  Childhood Integration with 
Coordinated Entry

• Improve, Leverage, and Integrate Early 
Childhood Homelessness Data

www.schoolhouseconnection.org



Housing & Early 
Childhood 
Services
“Cross-inform” systems:

• Share training, staff care

• Coordinate services and case 
management for children and 
families

• Share data and advocate 
together for resources

• Create the complex support 
network that families need

• Reflect together on current 
practices using self-assessment 
tools, policy documents, etc.

www.schoolhouseconnection.org



US DHHS ACF 
Early Childhood 
Self-Assessment Tools 

www.schoolhouseconnection.org

https://www.acf.hhs.gov/ecd/interagency-projects/ece-services-for-homeless-children/self-assessment-tool-family-shelters

https://www.acf.hhs.gov/ecd/interagency-projects/ece-services-for-homeless-children/self-assessment-tool-family-shelters


Housing & Homeless Services Childproofing 
Checklist   ~  “Ten S’s for Safety”

ITEMS:

1. Staying Together

2. Size of Household

3. Sleeping Arrangements

4. Sustenance

5. Simple Hygiene

6. Safe Space

7. Safe People

8. Special Needs

9. Schooling & Learning

10. Social Support Network

RATINGS:

1. Not Yet

2. Child Services

3. Staff Training

4. Collaboration

www.schoolhouseconnection.org

https://www.schoolhouseconnection.org/childproofing-checklist-for-housing-and-homeless-service-providers/

https://www.schoolhouseconnection.org/childproofing-checklist-for-housing-and-homeless-service-providers/


Preschool,  Head Start, and Child Care Policies for Children Experiencing Homelessness
Updated: October 4, 2016

Aligning Head Start, Child Care and ESSA 
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/ecd/preschool_head_start_and_child_care_policies_for_children.pdf

Preschool: Subtitle VII-B of the 
McKinney-Vento Homeless 
Assistance Act

The Head Start Act and the 
Head Start Program 
Performance Standards

Child Care and Development 
Block Grant Act

• Reauthorized in 2015
• Non-regulatory guidance published   

July 2016
• Administered by the U.S. 

Department of Education

The Head Start Act was 
Reauthorized in 2007
Regulations (Head Start 
Program Performance 
Standards) published 
September 2016 
Administered by the U. S.
Department of Health and 
Human Services

Authorizes the Child Care and 
Development Fund (CCDF) 
Reauthorized in 2014
Regulations published 
September 2016
Administered by the U. S.
Department of Health and Human 
Services

Applicability Applies to all local educational 
agencies (LEAs), including LEAs that 
do not receive McKinney-Vento 
subgrant funding. 81 Fed. Reg. 14432 
(March. 3, 2016).

The McKinney-Vento Act’s preschool 
provisions apply to all LEA-
administered preschool programs, 
including Head Start programs that 
are administered by LEAs. 2016 
Guidance, N-4.

Applies to Head Start, Early 
Head Start, and Early Head 
Start-Child Care Partnerships 
Programs. §1302.1.

Applies to all states that receive 
CCDF funds via the state’s Lead 
Agency and all child care 
providers/programs funded by 
CCDF.
§98.13(b)(1).

https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/ecd/preschool_head_start_and_child_care_policies_for_children.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/essa/160240ehcyguidance072716.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/programs/homeless/index.html
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2016/09/06/2016-19748/head-start-performance-standards
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/ohs
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/occ/ccdf_acf_pi_2016_03.pdf
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/occ


Resources

1. ACF Office of Child Development & Office of Head Start
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/ecd/expanding-early-care-and-education-for-homeless-children

2. SchoolHouse Connection
http://www.schoolhouseconnection.org 

3. Sesame Street in Communities-
Traumatic Experiences 
https://sesamestreetincommunities.org/topics/traumatic-experiences/

https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/search/eclkc?q=homelessness+modules

http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/ecd/expanding-early-care-and-education-for-homeless-children
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/ecd/expanding-early-care-and-education-for-homeless-children
https://sesamestreetincommunities.org/topics/traumatic-experiences/
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/search/eclkc?q=homelessness+modules


Questions?

www.schoolhouseconnection.org

Grace Whitney

grace@schoolhouseconnection.org

mailto:grace@schoolhouseconnection.org

